


Project goals

• Describe breeding bird distribution and abundance

• Document changes since the last atlas

• Describe wintering distributions

• Stopover habitat use

• Understand where species occur on the landscape

• Develop an interactive web site for updating and data 
retrieval



2020 Breeding Season

• No technicians due to COVID-19

– No point counts for abundance estimates

– No secretive/difficult-to-survey species



2020 Breeding Season

• No technicians due to COVID-19

– No point counts for abundance estimates

– No secretive/difficult-to-survey species

• Concentrate on confirming breeding

• Direct effort towards blocks with little data

• Late-season technicians helped fill gaps



Preliminary breeding results



May 2020

>132,000 records



May 2020 Oct 2020

>132,000 records >188,191



Number of species: October 2019



Number of species: October 2020





158 confirmed breeding species

Number confirmed: October 2019



165 confirmed breeding species

Number confirmed: October 2019



>20 hours

>80% of species in 1980s

>50% species confirmed



Preliminary winter results



Winter stats (Oct 2020)

• Early: 453 blocks have >1 checklist (75%)

• Late: 488 blocks with >1 checklist (81%)

• 48 blocks with no surveys at all (10%)



by March 2020



Nov-Dec Jan-Feb

Number of species: March 2019



Nov-Dec

(202 species)

Jan-Feb

(177 species)

Number of species: March 2020



Nov-Dec Jan-Feb

>10 hours

Percent complete: March 2019



Diminishing returns after 10 hours



Diminishing returns after 10 hours



Moving forward: priorities

This winter

• Empty blocks, especially inland

Next summer

• Finish abundance surveys (technicians)

• Hard to detect species

– night birds

– secretive wetland birds

• Confirmations: July/Aug



Winter atlas

• One-hour surveys



Winter atlas

• One-hour surveys
• Inland waterbodies & shoreline surveys



Winter atlas

• One-hour surveys
• Inland waterbodies & shoreline surveys
• Roost sites



The long term …











Analysis of USGS Breeding Bird Survey data by Chris Field (UConn)
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Population changes



% forest decline % developed increase 

Center for Land Use and Education (UConn)

Forest 
fragmentation

Conservation guidance



Approx. timeline …

Jan 
2021

Jan 
2022

Jan 
2023

Data collection

QAQC and data analysis

Web site



ctbirdatlas.org?



To volunteer:
ctbirdatlasvol@gmail.com

For other information, contact:
chris.elphick@uconn.edu

ctbirdatlas.org
#ctbirdatlas

https://www.facebook.com/ctbirdatlasvol/

Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Center of Biological Risk
University of Connecticut

@ssts

mailto:chris.elphick@uconn.edu

